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The fight for domestic partner 
benefits continues at UT as Presi-
dent William Powers Jr. and other 
campus leaders begin re-energiz-
ing current policies they say under-
mine both equity and competitive-
ness at the University.
Powers is establishing a working 
group that will include administra-
tors from operations and human re-
sources, as well as Student Govern-
ment President Scott Parks. Parks 
met with Powers Tuesday to dis-
cuss how to address soft benefits, 
which will be a focus of the group. 
Soft benefits include sick, bereave-
ment and parental leave for GLBT 
faculty and staff. The benefits also 
include housing for hall coordina-
tors and graduate students. In an 
August meeting with The Daily 
Texan, Powers addressed both the 
problem of competitive faculty re-
cruitment and the equity barriers 
that result from a lack of benefits. 
“The fact that we don’t have do-
mestic partner benefits puts us at 
a competitive disadvantage in re-
cruiting students and staff, and 
that’s an issue that we need to get 
solved,” Powers said. “It’s still a 
work in progress, and there are a 
lot of players involved. The Uni-
versity would be better if we make 
By Allison Kroll
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The Obama administration is 
challenging community colleges to 
graduate more students and send 
more of them to four-year colleges 
— a task Walter Bumphus, chair of 
the UT Department of Education-
al Administration, is ready to help 
them meet.
Bumphus is in Washington, D.C. 
this week to attend the White House 
Summit on Community College, at 
the request of the Obama adminis-
tration. Community college leaders 
and students at the Tuesday confer-
ence stressed the importance of im-
proving the U.S.’s community col-
leges, which educate about half of 
the nation’s college students.
The summit brought together 
approximately 150 policy makers 
from the state and local level, com-
munity leaders, community college 
faculty and students.
“The bottom line is that the pres-
ident has challenged community 
colleges in the next 10 years to have 
more graduates, and many have 
accepted,” Bumphus said.
Bumphus has worked with UT 
since 2007 and is a professor in the 
Community College Leadership 
Program, the top-ranked program 
in the nation dedicated to prepar-
ing community college leaders and 
top principal and superintendent 
preparation programs. 
Bumphus was recently elected 
as president of the American As-
sociation of Community Colleges, 
which is an umbrella organization 
for more than 1,000 community 
colleges across the nation. He will 
leave UT after the conclusion of the 
fall semester to take the posi
tion based in Washington, D.C.
“I was given a once in a lifetime 
opportunity 
to lead this 
o r g a n i z a -
tion,” Bum-
phus said. “It 
was a bitter-
sweet deci-
sion for me, 
because of 
my love of 





and in the College of Education. 
In my opinion, there’s no better job 
than the one I currently have.”
The summit also enabled Amer-
icans across the country to submit 
their thoughts and questions for 
discussion online by submitting 
videos via YouTube and on their 
website.
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Cross-country runner looks to 
improve records in this season’s meets NEWS PAGE 9
Alumna creates Longhorn game-day fashions
Couples’ speech patterns mark closeness
Ryan Smith | Daily Texan Staff 
Peter Enyeart, founder of the UT chapter of Karate Do Shotokai, teaches computer science freshman Cliff Cheng the basic punching technique.
Department chair
attends summit on 
community colleges





The art of self-defense
Ryan Smith | Daily Texan Staff
Imad Khan, the publicity director of The Dialogue Initiative, serves Turkish food to students at the 
group dinner held Tuesday. 
GLBT  continues on page 2
CHAIR  continues on page 2
Walter Bumphus
 By Ahsika Sanders
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Peter Enyeart never took his eyes off of his 
opponent’s hands and feet in anticipation of an 
attack, at the UT American Karate Do Shoto-
kai club’s demonstration night Tuesday in the 
Quadrangle Room of the Texas Union.
Enyeart, a cell and molecular biology grad-
uate student and Shotokai black belt, started 
practicing American Karate Shotokai 11 years 
ago. He said demo night illustrated how to ef-
fectively use your body and speed to your ad-
vantage as opposed to attacking an aggressor.
“I was looking for self-defense tactics, but I 
stuck with it because it’s something you can 
spend a lifetime perfecting,” said Enyeart, in-
structor and founder of the UT chapter. 
American Do Shotokai, organized in the 
United States in 1993, is a fairly small practice 
in the U.S., with only nine clubs across the na-
tion. It is unique because it functions as a fast-
paced combination of aversions and coun-
KARATE  continues on page 2
By Allie Kolechta
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A new campus project, founded by three under-
graduates, aims to spread tolerance between the 
more than 100 religious student groups on campus 
by scheduling regular interfaith events. 
The Dialogue Initiative was founded in Septem-
ber by electrical engineering and Islamic studies se-
nior Ahmed Atik, German senior Corey Shaver and 
government junior Imad Khan. The group held its 
first event Tuesday evening in the University Teach-
ing Center, where about 20 representatives of on-
campus religion groups ate a homemade dinner 
from the Turkish American Women Association in 
North Austin. 
“I didn’t know how to engage people and interest 
them in dialogue,” Atik said. ”I wanted to help peo-
ple learn from those who are more experienced in 
dialogue so that they can be more effective.”
Atik, Shaver and Khan said they hope to form a 
registered student organization as soon as possible 
and plan on setting up weekly meetings by next se-
mester. Events will include workshops on effective 
dialogue, outreach dinners and an exploring faiths 
series, said Shaver, the organization’s interfaith liai-
son. 
Neither Shaver nor Khan had any hesitation in 
joining the project, Atik said. 
He said that he hopes the Dialogue Initiative will 
eventually effect interfaith relations on campus and 
that it will grow past the 40 Acres.
“We want to start a new wave of dialogue on 
By Kimberly Konwinski
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If the same old dry excuses of “It’s 
got way too many calories” or “It 
makes me bloated” haven’t stopped 
you from drinking soda already, may-
be a newly published study linking 
soda to skin cancer will. 
Already linked as a major factor in 
obesity and osteoporosis, a 2009 study 
published this year by the Cancer Pre-
vention Research journal has linked 
the high amount of phosphate levels 
found in soda to the same kinds of tu-
mors developed in skin cancer. 
Though widely distributed in most 
foods naturally as a preservative or as 
a nutritional additive, phosphates can 
be found anywhere. But according 
to the study, humans are consuming 
twice the recommended amount. A 
recommended dietary intake of phos-
phates is 1000 mg and should not ex-
ceed 4000 mg.
A study funded by the National 
Dairy Council and the National      
STUDY  continues on page 11







The Strokes will play a sold out 
show outside Stubb’s before 
headlining ACL this weekend. 
Doors open at 7 p.m. 
‘Chicks and the 
Drugs’
Houston-based rapper Slim 
Thug will perform at Emo’s. 
Tickets are $20 at the door and 
$15 in advance, and doors open 
at 9 p.m.
Dinner with the 
chiefs
UT Police Chief Robert 
Dahlstrom and Austin Police 
Chief Art Acevedo will be 
available to take questions 
about security and law 
enforcement from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
in the Texas Cultures Lounge in 
Jester West.
In 1927
“The Jazz Singer,” the first 
feature-length film to include 
synchronized dialogue, was 
released. The movie ushered in 
a new era of sound films.  





During their first general 
meeting of the year, the Texas 
chapter of the Art Above 
Ground organization will meet 
to talk about project ideas for 
the upcoming semester from 6 
to 7 p.m. in UTC 4.104.
TODAY 
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“I didn’t take 
[cross country] too 
seriously in the 
beginning. I knew I 
had a gift, so I just 






College of Business 
Administration, 
2110 Speedway
A UTPD officer found a non-
UT subject inside a second 
floor bathroom. He asked the 
subject to leave the bathroom 
and sit on a bench outside, 
but the subject began walking 
quickly toward the building’s 
exit. The officer followed the 
subject, who proceeded to 
charge the officer with raised 
fists. The subject was arrested 
for criminal trespassing and 
evading arrest. 
Campus watch
Phosphate study exposes link 
between cancer, so  drinks
A recent study 
has revealed 
that the levels 
of phosphates 
found in soda 
may be linked 
to skin cancer. 
The find is 
based both 
on the level of 
phosphates 
present and 
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CONTACT US
INITIATIVE: Organization hopes for wide participation
“A lot remains to be seen,” said 
Kay McClenney, director of the 
Community College Survey of Stu-
dent Engagement. “The real focus 
is helping students earn degrees, 
which is the main focus of all in-
stitutions, including UT. We need 
to have more students earning de-
grees in order to be competitive.”
On Monday, participants in the 
conference discussed the impor-
tance of technology in the class-
room, how this can increase course 
offerings and focused on faculty be-
ing mentors to students. The issues 
of retention and trying to overcome 
financial challenges faced by com-
munity colleges and their students 
were also discussed. 
Austin Community College 
spokeswoman Alexis Patterson 
said having an Austin area repre-
sentative at the summit is an as-
set to the college. ACC leaders look 
forward to any developments that 
will enhance their ability to effec-
tively serve the Austin communi-
ty, she said.
substantial progress in treating 
people equally, regardless of sexual 
orientation.”
But right now, the University has 
little in its official policy to account 
for the needs of GLBT employees 
and their partners, and the resourc-
es they receive are not comparable 
to heterosexual staff members. Last 
week, a Pride and Equity Faculty 
Staff Association board member’s 
partner died of pancreatic cancer, 
said Lindsey Schell, the chair of the 
Domestic Partner Benefits commit-
tee for PEFSA. Not only could the 
staff member not insure her part-
ner while she was alive, UT’s cur-
rent bereavement leave policy pre-
vented the staff member from tak-
ing paid leave to mourn. The inci-
dent was “an affront to human dig-
nity,” Schell said.
She said PEFSA and other stake-
holders are working with the pres-
ident’s office and human resourc-
es to determine the most effec-
tive way to incorporate soft bene-
fits into existing UT policy without 
violating state codes and laws. All 
Ivy League universities offer ben-
efits, as do peer institutions such 
as the University of Michigan and 
Ohio State University. Many of 
these institutions are in states with 
insurance codes and Defense of 
Marriage Act laws similar to those 
in Texas.
“There is some flexibility for in-
stitutions of higher learning in the 
higher education code, and we’ve 
been working to see how can we 
take advantage of that flexibili-
ty,” said Human Resources Direc-
tor Julien Carter. “Some of it is just 
trying to find the proper authori-
ty in Texas law so that we can pro-
ceed with interpreting these stat-
utes, and writing our own policies 
to provide these sorts of benefits. It 
just takes time.”
The issue is not merely admin-
istrative, Parks said, and students 
will take an active role in the con-
versation. It directly affects stu-
dents both in that the University 
cannot recruit the best faculty and 
staff without offering equal benefits 
and because it creates an environ-
ment of inequality, he said.
“I am gay, and these discrimi-
natory policies affect me personal-
ly. The fact that our institution plac-
es GLBT faculty and staff in a dif-
ferent, unequal category sends the 
signal to me that our University 
values GLBT Longhorns less, and 
that is very disheartening,” said 
Parks, who came out publicly over 
the summer. “Fewer GLBT faculty 
and staff recruits also means fewer 
role models and allies on campus 
for GLBT students.”
In addition to Parks’ involve-
ment in meetings with the presi-
dent and other administrators, SG 
is considering a resolution intro-
duced at Tuesday’s meeting that 
would affirm the assembly’s sup-
port for benefits and give them the 
authority to work with the Univer-
sity, Board of Regents and the state 
Legislature to move forward with 
legitimizing benefits. SG will vote 
on the resolution on Oct. 12.
The assembly passed a resolu-
tion in support of the benefits in 
2009, but representatives failed to 
follow through with activism and 
lobbying, said University-wide 
representative Jeremy Yager, who 
co-authored the resolution. 
ter moves, instead of attacks as 
self-defense.
“Our basic philosophy says if 
you don’t get touched, you don’t 
get hurt,” Enyeart said. “And if 
you do have to touch your oppo-
nent, make sure they go down.”
Electrical engineering junior 
Tri Nguyen said his interest in 
karate was sparked by imag-
es on television, but what he ex-
pected and what he got from his 
three years of Do Shotokai were 
completely different. 
“I watched a lot of Bruce Lee 
movies so I was looking for some-
thing like that, but this is more 
about being flexible and fast, not 
aggressive,” he said. 
Unlike other forms of martial 
arts where fighters are taught to 
memorize maneuvers, Shotokai 
teaches defendants to familiarize 
themselves with their bodies so 
any combination of strikes can be 
used in any situation. The demo 
focused on avoiding attacks, mak-
ing fists and throwing proper 
punches with maximum power. 
The Do Shotokai club at UT is 
entering its third year and is still 
relatively small, but this gives 
participants an abundance of 
time to work one-on-on with the 
instructor. 
Computer science freshman 
Cliff Cheng received hands-on 
practice with the instructor and 
was taught to work with his body 
weight, and utilize balance and 
speed when evading an attack.
“I had never seen retreating as 
the main source of movement but 
it feels like it works,” he said. 
Cheng said that he learned a lot 
for his first day, although it was 
not easy keeping up and putting 
it all together at times. 
“It was hard keeping my dis-
tance when he was coming at 
me,” he said. “And moving the 
accurate distance to avoid a punch 
was kind of scary, but I did it.”
The UT club directs its attention 
to perfecting the craft and devel-
oping practical self-defense skills, 
rather than competition fighting, 
and meets every Tuesday in the 
Quadrangle Room. 
campus between all of the reli-
gious organizations,” Atik said. 
Atik’s idea provides students with 
a group that makes fostering peace 
on campus a much more accessible 
goal, Khan said.
“The thing Ahmed said that real-
ly stuck out was, ‘The deeper the ig-
norance gets, the stronger the hate 
becomes,’” Khan said. “There’s def-
initely ignorance from all different 
religions and parts of the world, and 
it’s getting out of hand.”
The organization hopes to fos-
ter learning and understanding of 
different faiths and create a more 
peaceful atmosphere between dif-
ferent religious organizations on 
campus, Khan said.
“It’s very revolutionary and it’s 
going to change the faith dialogue 
and the community on campus,” 
he said. “We want something built 
from the ground up and fostered 
from student organizations.”
Biology student Farheen Ghani 
attended the dinner as a represen-
tative of the Muslim Students As-
sociation and said the organiza-
tion would help people commu-
nicate about an issue as delicate 
as religion.
“Religion is a very sensitive is-
sue and it touches people, wheth-
er that’s in a good or bad way,“ 
she said.
The event helped lesser-known 
religious organizations on cam-
pus publicize their efforts, said 
history senior Mical Whiteman, 
a representative of the Pagan 
Student Alliance.
“We’re so underrepresented be-
cause it’s such a small religion, so 
this is a great opportunity to encour-
age interaction between our faith 
and other faiths,” Whiteman said. 
The dinner was held to gain 
support from many of the 106 re-
ligious organizations on campus 
and explain to potential mem-
bers the plans that are being made, 
Shaver said.
“God willing, it won’t be too hard 
to get people interested,” Shav-
er said. “We’re going to extend our 
hand and hope for the best. The 
worst they can do is say ‘no.’”
From page 1
KARATE: Dodging, flexibility 
main focus of Do Shotokai
GLBT: Domestic partner benefits would increase school’s competitive advantage, Powers says


























20 Mountains. 5 Resorts. 1 Price.
breckenridge
Healthy Vegetarian Cuisine
with a Delicious Oriental Flair
- –/– –
Sign up for our daily e-mail and we’ll send you 
amazing deals at places you’ll love!
Like the deal? Buy it before the deal goes away! 
WOur deals are only live for 1-3 days.
Share this deal with your friends! Each friend that 
signs up gets a $5.00 credit, and you get a $5.00 
credit after your friend’s fi rst purchase.





         Subscribe at: http://deals.dailytexanonline.com
Want to save nearly 50% on some of the best 
places around Austin? JOIN..
 
 
FREE Meal & Worship 
texaswesley.com 
Think you know sports? 
Then come to Joe’s Bar & Grill 
on Wednesday nights!
Starting Wed., Sept. 29, Joe’s 
will be hosting a SPORTS ONLY 
Trivia quiz. Come test your sports 
I.Q. with TC every Wed. evening 
at 7:30 p.m.
joe’s bar & grill | 506 West Ave.
WEDNESDAY DRINK SPECIALS:
$1.50 Lonestar
$3 Sauza Tequila shots
Win great prizes...enjoy great drinks and 
food specials...impress your friends!
COLLEGE STUDENT!
Get a “B” (or higher 
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By Jamey Keaten
The Associated Press
PARIS — Police in south-
ern France arrested 12 people 
in sweeps against suspected Is-
lamic militant networks on Tues-
day, including three men being 
checked for potential links to a 
network recruiting fighters for 
Afghanistan, officials said.
The roundups were part of 
two entirely different counterter-
rorism cases under investigation 
by French judges, and fell on the 
same day only by coincidence, 
one police official in Paris said.
Firearms were seized in one of 
the sweeps, another official said.
The arrests came as France 
and many other European na-
tions have stepped up terror-
ism alert vigilance amid what 
has been described as an abstract 
though heightened threat in re-
cent weeks. The U.S. govern-
ment warned Americans over 
the weekend to use caution when 
traveling in Europe.
In one of the cases, nine sus-
pected Islamic militants were de-
tained in southeastern Marseille 
and its suburbs, and authorities 
turned up at least one automat-
ic rifle and a pump gun, the of-
ficials said.
In Tuesday’s other round-
up, two men were arrested in 
Marseille and another in south-
western Bordeaux on suspect-
ed ties to a Frenchman arrest-
ed in Naples, Italy, last month 
accused of links to an Afghan 
recruiting ring.
A ranking French police offi-
cial said the man arrested in Na-
ples is a 24 year old from the Par-
is suburb of Aubervilliers named 
Ryad Hennouni who had trav-
eled to Afghanistan. The offi-
cial denied Italian media reports 
that the young man had a kit to 
produce bombs, saying material 
found was insignificant. The of-
ficial was not authorized to dis-
cuss the case publicly so asked 
not to be named.
By Tom Hays & Larry Neumeister
The Associated Press
NEW YORK — The Pakistani 
immigrant who tried to detonate 
a car bomb on a busy Saturday 
night in Times Square accepted a 
life sentence with a smirk Tues-
day and warned that Americans 
can expect more bloodshed at the 
hands of Muslims.
“Brace yourselves, because the 
war with Muslims has just be-
gun,” 31-year-old Faisal Shahzad 
told a federal judge. “Consider me 
the first droplet of the blood that 
will follow.”
His punishment for building 
the propane-and-gasoline bomb 
and driving it into the heart of 
the city in an SUV last May was 
a foregone conclusion, since the 
charges to which he pleaded 
guilty carried a mandatory life 
sentence, which under federal 
rules will keep him behind bars 
until he dies.
But the former budget analyst 
from Connecticut used the court-
room appearance to rail against 
the U.S., saying the country will 
continue to pay for occupying 
Muslim countries.
“We are only Muslims trying to 
defend our religion, people, homes 
and land, but if you call us ter-
rorists, then we are proud terror-
ists and we will keep on terroriz-
ing you until you leave our lands 
and people at peace,” he told U.S. 
District Judge Miriam Goldman 
Cedarbaum.
Shahzad — brought into the 
courtroom in handcuffs, and 
wearing a long beard and white 
skullcap — had instructed his at-
torney not to speak, and Cedar-
baum told prosecutors she didn’t 
need to hear from them.
That left the two free to spar 
over his reasoning for giving up 
his comfortable life in America 
to train in Pakistan and carry out 
an attack authorities say could 
have killed an untold number 
of pedestrians.
“You appear to be someone who 
was capable of education and I do 
hope you will spend some of the 
time in prison thinking carefully 
about whether the Quran wants 
you to kill lots of people,” Cedar-
baum said.
Shahzad responded that the 
“Quran gives us the right to de-
fend. And that’s all I’m doing.”
The judge cut him off at one 
point to ask if he had sworn alle-
giance to the U.S. when he became 
a citizen last year.
“I did swear, but I did not mean 
it,” Shahzad said.
In his address to the court, he 
said Osama bin Laden “will be 
known as no less than Saladin of 
the 21st-century crusade” — a ref-
erence to the Muslim hero of the 
Crusades. He also said: “If I’m 
given 1,000 lives, I will sacrifice 
them all.”
Sludge disaster in Hungary
Bela Szandelszky | Associated Press
Tunde Erdelyi comforts her cat Tuesday after her yard in the town of Devecser was flooded by toxic mud in the wake of the rupture Monday of a 
red sludge reservoir at an alumina plant in western Hungary. At least four people are dead, six are missing and 120 are injured in what one offi-
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Comic disbelief Let’s make this our 9-28
Do you know the worst thing about go-
ing to an all-girls school? It’s not the ri-
diculous saddle shoes and plaid skirt uni-
forms, or the lack of boys. It’s not even 
that classmates decide showers are op-
tional because of that same lack of boys. 
The most annoying thing about all-girls 
schools are the countless assignments, lec-
tures and workshops about women’s is-
sues. I know — yuck.
Though most of us dismissed these les-
sons and the women who tried to teach 
them as irrelevant, in retrospect, it’s easy 
to see that those women inspired us. Our 
teachers and administrators were role 
models, and they influenced a lot of our 
college and career decisions. We had, in 
our school, examples of successful wom-
en in business, communications, engi-
neering and other fields. They had ca-
reers, families and advice about the real 
problems women encounter in the world 
and in academia — problems UT seems 
to perpetuate. 
This is my first semester in college, 
and the first one I’ve ever had with no fe-
male teachers — five classes in five differ-
ent disciplines and no female teachers. It’s 
strange to me that, in spite of the female 
student majority on campus, nine out of 
the 12 University vice presidents are men. 
The provost, seven out of 19 deans of the 
different colleges and 78 percent of de-
partment chairs are men. In the College 
of Communication, four out of five direc-
tors/chairs are men.
This is a drastic underrepresentation.
I’m aware of UT’s ongoing gender equi-
ty debate, and I’m sure “steps” are being 
taken to rectify the situation, but if this is 
something incoming freshmen notice, not 
enough is being done. Female students 
need more female teachers and adminis-
trators, if for no other reason, than to have 
role models who can share their academ-
ic interests and lend their expertise. Les-
sons a female student can learn from a fe-
male teacher — such as getting ahead de-
spite gender-based adversity, and how to 
earn and keep the respect of co-workers 
and administrators — can only be taught 
by a female.
Obviously, it is not impossible or even 
bad for a female student to have a male 
mentor, role model or teacher, but we can 
all concede it isn’t the same kind of rela-
tionship as those which can be had with 
female role models. That’s why my all-
girls school had a predominantly female 
faculty, and my brother’s all-boys school 
has a predominantly male faculty — it’s 
easier to relate to and identify with a per-
son of the same gender and who has en-
countered similar gender-related obsta-
cles. There are gender-specific lessons to 
be learned, which is the intent of those 
institutions.
One of the driving factors behind my 
wanting to be a journalist is my high 
school journalism teacher, Melinda Mur-
phy Smith, who inspired me to pursue a 
career in journalism. I chose to work to-
ward my goal at the same undergraduate 
University and write for the same college 
newspaper as Ms. Smith did. Her advice 
and example — as a woman who worked 
in communications, raised a family and 
didn’t sacrifice her education or training 
to do so  — have been invaluable to me. 
I would be hard-pressed to find a similar 
role model here at UT — women comprise 
only one-third of the journalism faculty, 
and none of them are full professors, ac-
cording to the School of Journalism web-
site. Female students find themselves in 
situations similar to mine in most majors 
and programs.
So while not having boys in school 
makes the school’s environment much 
more competitive and a lot less hygien-
ic, I’m still really glad I went to an all-
girls school. Having a predominantly fe-
male faculty and administration was one 
of the best things about it. The students 
were able to see themselves in the posi-
tions and with the expertise of their teach-
ers and administration. If UT really wants 
to be one of the best universities in the 
world, let’s start giving more top posi-
tions to women.
Gleim is a journalism freshman.
The tragic shooting event at the intellectual, 
residential and geographical heart of our cam-
pus is already a thing of the past. As Ameri-
cans, we are doers. We have a tendency to deal 
with troubling issues by just getting on with 
our lives, by getting back to work or, as former 
President Bush urged us to do in 2001, by go-
ing to Disneyland. Many Longhorns just went 
to OU weekend.      
We should not do this with the campus shoot-
ing incident. If we do, we might not learn les-
sons that might help us prevent another such 
incident. Our country has learned a lot from the 
tragedy of 9/11. Let’s make this our 9/28.
First, we can now shift our perspectives away 
from the big picture and take a good close and 
honest look at the individual who caused the 
crisis. 
The person most deserving of thanks that we 
did not have another Virginia Tech on campus 
is the gunman himself. I use the word “gun-
man” with real sorrow. He was a suicide victim, 
a tragic waste of a young and promising life.
UT sophomore Colton Tooley was just 19 
years old. A Dallas Morning News online head-
line announces, “UT shooter described as ‘not 
the most popular student in high school’.” But 
it quotes a high school peer who gives quite a 
different impression: “We always had a good 
time in the classroom. He helped everyone that 
asked for it. Of all people at UT, I never would 
have thought it would have been him.”
It is easy to demonize a shooter who becomes 
a suicide victim. We should not. Depression and 
other psychological conditions that lead to sui-
cide are very difficult to treat and overcome.
I have lost three close friends to suicide in 
the last five years. All three were in their 40s, 
men with good values, sterling characters, lov-
ing wives, beautiful young children and social-
ly important careers. One was a military officer 
who took his life in Iraq. The other two were 
University professors. Even their wives and 
mothers had no inkling that they would ever 
consider taking their own lives. 
Tooley was armed with an AK-47 and had 
ample opportunity to use it on his fellow stu-
dents and others on campus. He did not. We 
will never know why. But we should be grate-
ful nonetheless that Tooley had the moral will 
to overcome the inner demons that might have 
been urging him to use his AK-47 on others.
Tooley took Latin classes at UT. One of his 
graduate instructors, who wishes to remain 
anonymous, wrote this to me: “Thank you for 
recognizing Colton [for] his ‘restraint’ (for lack 
of a better word). Colton was a student of mine 
last semester and I am finding this whole turn of 
events very difficult to process, especially since 
Colton was such a model student in Latin class. 
Given all the comments that are swarming on 
the news, e-mails, Facebook and more, I am hap-
py to see someone point to the good that still re-
sided in this individual, even in his most dis-
turbed moments.”
College students have enormous econom-
ic, emotional and educational pressures upon 
them as they try to figure out who they are and 
who they want to be. But our universities and 
colleges now spend less and less time and re-
sources on the human side of education. At 
UT, we pile on requirements for majors, hard-
ly make a dent in historically high student-fac-
ulty ratios, eliminate staff positions and empha-
size getting through quickly at all costs. Coun-
seling hotlines are important, but they are often 
Band-Aids that are never applied to deep psy-
chological wounds. Law-enforcement emergen-
cy response teams mostly react to violence that 
has already occurred. 
At an institution of our size, it is possible for 
a sophomore to have no meaningful contact 
with a professor or a peer. I teach yearly an up-
per-level history course, which ideally should 
have 15 students. It has 75 students. How can 
I identify a Tooley in the making? And how 
would a troubled student be able to know me 
well enough to reach out for help?
Palaima is a classics professor and studies the human response to 
war and violence.
By Tom Palaima
Daily Texan Guest Columnist
By Marc Nestenius
Daily Texan Columnist
One week and a dozen news vans later, the 
jokes are already trickling in. Yes, a three-hour 
lockdown will naturally lead some to make 
jokes to pass the time, but there was absolute-
ly nothing funny about what happened at the 
Perry-Castañeda Library last week.
Not all of us have cracked knee-slappers at 
the expense of Colton Tooley’s death by sui-
cide or of the UT students traumatized by the 
event, but I’m sure most of us have laughed at 
a couple more than we would like to admit. 
Remember how Sept. 28 was “such a blast”? 
Or how the campus closures made you “hun-
gry enough to kill yourself”?
These insensitive responses to a campus 
tragedy are the most tasteless attempts for 
attention that any class clown could muster. 
And then to claim they were made to provide 
comic relief? 
No. I am suffering from comic disbelief, es-
pecially at how quickly some students added 
to the blitz of puns.
I had barely received the second warning 
text from the University when I found a Fa-
cebook posting of an Elmer Fudd picture with 
the comment, “It’s wabbit season.”
Uncalled for.
Inappropriate in any occasion, this was 
made during the time when — at least for the 
general student population — an unknown 
armed suspect was still at large. 
My classmates and I were nervously look-
ing into each other’s eyes for consolation. We 
were all fervently checking news breaks and 
status updates on our phones and laptops. 
One girl whispered that her friend heard that 
four students were shot on 21st Street.
And as my Blackberry keys burned from the 
friction of my thumbs texting relatives, Face-
book statuses told me about shooter drinking 
games and people “waking up with a bang.”
What type of person would consider this an 
opportunity to impress friends with their cun-
ning wit? I was just a five-minute walk from 
the PCL. I was planning on studying there 
within the hour. I live on the same street on 
which a fellow student ran with an AK-47.
The days following Tooley’s death were ee-
rie and less farcical. But now, after the lull, the 
incident has become “last week,” somehow 
making it acceptable to commence the in-
considerate remarks. I urge my peers to steer 
away from this. Sure, we lived through the 
drama, and no other students were hurt, but 
that doesn’t entitle us to a lack of morality and 
empathy. 
Hometown friends at Texas Tech, Texas 
A&M and even the University of Oklahoma 
sent me their best wishes for our safety last 
Tuesday. My cousins who live in Sweden con-
tacted me to make sure I was OK. 
How would our worried families and con-
cerned friends react if they knew that some 
of us were taking shots every time a reporter 
said the word “shots” on TV?
I have to note that this is exactly what hap-
pened last February after Joseph Stack crashed 
his plane into the IRS office building. Sur-
prise, snickering — then updates. Worry, par-
ents calling — then jokes. Media coverage, a 
lull — then tasteless one-liners. It seemed that 
the only ones worried were the fear-inducing 
media, and our loved ones who were induced 
with fear.
Sure, the library’s sixth floor will enter cam-
pus lore and become a tourist spot for curious 
students, but we cannot allow Tooley’s tragic 
passing and our spared lives be the launching 
pad for self-indulgent jokes.  
Maybe I feel this way because I have such 
remorse for slightly participating in the jokes 
made recently. Maybe I’m just angry at myself 
rather than at others. 
Nonetheless, the sixth floor of the PCL wit-
nessed a violent death recently, and the num-
ber could have very easily become plural. I 
have thought of that the entire time I’ve been 
writing this column, just five floors below.
There’s no comic relief in that.
Nestenius is an engineering sophomore.
Hook the Vote: what comes next
More than 5,500 students registered to vote through this 
year’s Hook the Vote campaign.
The staggering number is largely due to the strategies 
deployed on Monday, the last day of the campaign, when 
5,000 students were registered. It is also because of the fact 
that college kids will wait until right before a deadline to 
do just about anything.
But the number represents a victory for our campus, 
city and state. The current economic climate (here at UT 
and nationally) translates into an opportunity for voters 
to stand up for what they feel is important to this campus 
and to their country.
However, the last-minute increase was a little startling 
to Hook the Vote organizers, who have been waging their 
campaign for nearly four weeks.
“I don’t think anyone thought when we started work-
ing today that we’d hit 5,000 [students registered],” said 
Yaman Desai, associate director for student forums at SG 
and part of the campaign’s five-member, bipartisan lead-
ership team. “The Travis County Tax Office only gave us 
2,500 cards at first, and they assured us we wouldn’t use 
them all.”
Whatever the reason for the campaign’s success — 
whether it was deploying more than 150 people to push 
those little yellow registration cards, being well-organized 
or even promising free T-shirts — it’s not quite over yet. 
We hope the groups recognize the importance of continu-
ing the effort by pushing those who registered to become 
educated about local elections and issues — not to men-
tion the vital importance of actually going to vote on elec-
tion day.
Supporting community colleges
Today, the White House held the first ever communi-
ty college summit, and President Barack Obama called 
for community colleges to produce 5 million graduates by 
2020.
Hosted by Jill Biden, the event was a move in support 
of the role that community colleges are assuming in so-
ciety. Biden, a community college instructor, called com-
munity colleges “one of America’s best-kept secrets” and 
stressed the importance of those colleges in reducing un-
employment.
She has a point: Across the country, there was a 17-per-
cent increase in enrollment at community colleges be-
tween 2007 and 2009 — undoubtedly an effect of the re-
cession. The recently unemployed turn to higher educa-
tion to improve their job prospects, and community col-
leges offer the quickest and least costly alternative for do-
ing so. As Obama said when he spoke at UT this summer, 
“Education is the economic issue of our time.” 
Generally, education (and related spending) is pushed 
by politicians as a way to bolster future generations’ suc-
cess in a globalizing world. In this case, supporting edu-
cation — specifically community colleges — is also being 
sold as a way to provide current generations with much-
needed economic stimulus. 
Obama’s initiative spans 10 years and costs $12 billion, 
a number that some Republicans may balk at. However, 
community colleges are vital in bolstering a weak econo-
my and making higher education more accessible. We can 
afford nothing less.
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A student passes a construction site on Tuesday in front of 
Kinsolving Dormitory while crossing the nearby intersection of Dean 
Keeton and Whitis streets. 
By Nolan Hicks
Daily Texan Staff
Texas State University student 
Jeff Harper graduated from high 
school in 2001 and went into 
the military to pay for a college 
education. 
But Harper is also a recipi-
ent of the TEXAS Grant, a $4,000 
grant awarded to students in 
need. Each semester for the past 
two years, he’s seen his GPA in-
crease because he’s been able to 
devote more time to studying.
“I don’t come from a wealthy 
background,” Harper said. 
“With the grants and govern-
ment funding from the GI Bill, 
it opened up the opportunity for 
me to have an education and ac-
complish something like most 
people who come from privi-
leged families.” 
Changes proposed to the TEX-
AS Grant program by a final re-
port from the staff of Texas High-
er Education Coordinating Board 
would make it more difficult for 
future college students to receive 
the aid Harper has had to help 
pay for college. 
Students who meet two of four 
new criteria — take at least 12 
hours of dual credit or AP cours-
es in high school, meet threshold 
test scores on standardized tests 
such as the SAT and ACT, stand 
in the top third of their class or 
maintain a B grade average and 
take math courses beyond Alge-
bra II — would be placed on a 
priority list to receive aid from 
the grant fund.
Those who are placed on the 
list would receive consideration 
for aid before those who aren’t 
on the list. Previously, only ad-
mission to a public university or 
community college was needed 
to qualify for the aid. 
The need requirement — 
which requires a family to be 
able to contribute no more than 
$4,000 to their child’s education 
— would still stand. 
“We think it’s absolutely the 
wrong message to send to the 
students that hard work doesn’t 
necessarily count,” said Higher 
Education Commissioner Ray-
mund Paredes. “[It] should stand 
for something.”
Board Chair Fred Heldenfels 
backed the use of a priority list 
when awarding TEXAS Grant 
money.
“How can we stretch limit-
ed resources?” he said. “The state 
doesn’t have adequate funds to 
By Nick Mehendele
Daily Texan Staff
UT sociology professor Pa-
mela Paxton has been award-
ed a $148,000 grant from the 
Science of Generosity Ini-
tiative at the University of 
Notre Dame to continue her 
study of political, economic 
and cultural factors affecting 
the practice of generosity.
Paxton’s study was one of 
13 research projects chosen to 
receive grant money from the 
initiative, which promotes re-
search on the causes of gener-
osity, how it is expressed and 
its consequences for both do-
nors and recipients.
The Science of Generosity 
Initiative was created in 2009 
to advance the understand-
ing of the causes, expressions 
and consequences of gener-
osity by supporting and con-
ducting research projects in 
the social sciences. The initia-
tive has given $3 million over 
the last year in funding, with 
$1.4 million to nine differ-
ent research projects in this 
most recent round of grants. 
The other four projects were 
funded last year.
“We are concerned with 
both how individual charac-
teristics [such as age, gender, 
and household income] affect 
generosity, as well as the in-
dividual choices that cause 
someone to behave gener-
ously,” said Paxon
Paxton will examine two 
cross-national surveys filled 
out by people from more 
than 90 different countries to 
get an intercultural perspec-
tive on the subject.
She will look at, among 
other things, people’s val-
ues, amount of volunteer 
work and occupation to gain 
an understanding of how na-
tions’ social, economic and 
political structures affect gen-
erosity, including questions 
of whether welfare states dis-
courage individual generosi-
ty or if it helps to promote it 
by acting as a model.
“We want to not only look 
at individuals, but also look 
at generosity in societies,” 
she said. “Society depends 
on generosity and other pro-
social behavior to survive.”
The Science of Generosity 
Initiative chose Paxton’s re-
search project, which is ex-
pected to take two years, be-
cause of the wide scale of her 
study, Paxton said. 
“It promises new insights 
into how political, economic 
and cultural factors affect the 
practice of generosity,” said 
Christian Smith, director of 
the generosity initiative. “She 
poses compelling questions 
and has developed rigorous 
research methods to answer 
them.”




A mess of mesh
serve all of the needy students.”
UT Student Financial Servic-
es Director Tom Melecki does 
not believe the changes will af-
fect potential incoming UT stu-
dents in need of financial aid 
because UT’s admissions re-
quirements are stricter than the 
new guidelines. 
“Frankly,  we  probably 
wouldn’t be able to fund all 
of the students who make that 
priority list,” Melecki said. 
“But for the state as a whole, 
the question becomes do you 
want to set up a criteria of 
students who get priority for 
[these grants] and what does 
that say to future legislators 
about how they should fund 
the program.”
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It’s a fascinating thing to hear 
the way a native Hawaiian pro-
nounces the name of their home 
state: Hawai’i — the traditional 
spelling in the Hawaiian language 
— with an elegant pause before 
uttering the final syllable.
Hang around the Texas volley-
ball team for a few hours and you 
will be treated to a crash course 
in the state’s pronunciation from 
a pair of natives, freshman Sarah 
Palmer and junior Sydney Yogi.
The two defensive specialists 
from the island of Oahu share a 
special bond and take pride in 
their Hawaiian roots.
“They love volleyball there; ev-
erybody comes to watch,” Palmer 
said. “It prepared me well because 
Hawaii is known for their defense 
and that’s how I got recruited here. 
They pushed me and brought me 
up to where I am right now.”
Senior outside hitter and co-
captain Juliann Faucette said 
she calls Palmer “Palmy,” a 
nickname inspired by the state’s 
scenic palm trees.
Palmer is enjoying her first 
year in Austin but admits it’s 





Junior Brock Simmons has al-
ways been interested in sports. 
He earned his black belt in mar-
tial arts when he was younger 
and was also involved in kung-
fu, ice hockey and roller hockey.
He even tried his hand at foot-
ball in high school, but that didn’t 
last long.
“I was god awful at it,” he 
said.
Because of his athleticism, Sim-
mons said that his story of be-
coming a runner is the same as 
everyone else’s.
“No one just loves to get into 
running,” Simmons said. “Every 
athlete had to run cross-country 
at my high school, so I just fell 
into it.”
Simmons’ coaches put him into 
standard track events but even-
tually realized that the mile was 
where Simmons truly shined.
“I didn’t take it too seriously in 
the beginning,” Simmons said. “I 
knew I had a gift, so I just took it 
and, well, ran with it.”
Though he won a great deal 
of races in high school, Simmons 
did not think about running at 
the next level until his senior 
year, when calls started coming 
in from colleges.
“I realized then that I could 
do this forever,” he said. “I 
looked at some small schools 
and I was really interested in 
Baylor and Arkansas.”
After winning the Texas Re-
lays his senior year, however, 
Simmons was invited by UT on 
a trip with the team  — that was 
when he knew Texas was where 
he wanted to be.
“I knew Austin would be a cool 
place to live and to go to school,” 
Simmons said. “I called the coach 
on my way home from the trip 
and committed right then, telling 
him to make me a Longhorn.”
Because of injuries, Simmons 
was redshirted as a freshman 
and not able to participate. Sim-
mons’ girlfriend, psychology se-
nior Alex Turner, said he did not 
let being hurt keep him down.
“I’ve never met someone 
with so much determination 
and dedication,” Turner said. 
“He puts his entire heart into 
running and it’s so inspiring to 
see him work towards his goal 
day in and day out.”
As a sophomore, Simmons put 
that determination to use and fo-
cused on getting his feet back un-
der him after being out for so 
long. During this time, the men’s 
running program experienced 
a coaching transition, as current 
head coach John Hayes came 
in. Simmons took to his training 
methods immediately.
Hayes took a subpar team, 
with all of its superstars gradu-
ated, and made them into quite 
a group.
Midfielder Kristin Cummins has 
been named the Big 12 Offensive 
Player of the Week. The sophomore 
scored three goals in Texas 4-3 
overtime win over UW-Milwaukee, 
becoming the first Longhorn since 
2006 to net a hat trick and the 10th 
in school history. Cummins is the 
first Longhorn to score more than 
once in a game this season and now 
leads the team in scoring with five 
goals.
Sophomore out for season 
after undergoing foot surgery
Without playing even a single 
game, the Texas women’s basket-
ball team has already suffered a 
huge loss.
Cokie Reed, sophomore post 
player and a member of the Big 12’s 
All-Freshman team, was ruled out 
for the 2010-2011 season after un-
dergoing foot surgery last Friday. 
The procedure involved removing 
an extra bone and repairing a ten-
don.
Reed’s on-court presence will be 
missed. Last season, she averaged 
more than eight points and four re-
bounds a game in conference action. 
She also averaged nearly 17 min-
utes per contest. Junior Ashley Gay-
le will likely fill Reed’s shoes as far 
as minutes go.
Head coach Gail Goestenkors 
stressed the importance of the team 
rallying around its injured team-
mate and friend and said Reed’s ab-
sence will force the team to grow 
closer.
“My heart goes out to Cokie and 
our entire team,” Goestenkors said. 
“However, just like any close-knit 
family that is faced with adversi-
ty, Cokie and our team will become 
stronger because of this.”
There is no word yet of a timeta-
ble for her return.
— Sameer Bhuchar
vs.



























Hawaiian fits in with Longhorns’ defense 
By Jordan Godwin
Daily Texan Staff
This is not how Texas imagined 
its season would go.
Not hardly. But imagine the 
burn that the seniors are feeling 
right now.
Three years ago today, 19th 
ranked Texas lost to 10th ranked 
Oklahoma and fell to No. 23 in the 
rankings, in large part because of 
a loss to Kansas State the previous 
week. Wide-eyed freshmen such 
as Sam Acho, Eddie Jones, Kyle 
Hix and James Kirkendoll hardly 
understood what was happening 
around them. But this core class 
of 2011 went on to win 34 of their 
next 37 games before running into 
the brick wall they’ve hit now.
“Our morale is definitely hurt-
ing right now,” Kirkendoll said.
“Hurting” isn’t heavy enough 
for what the Longhorns are feel-
ing in this bye week. The loss 
to UCLA was eye opening and 
devastating to the season. But as 
they had done for the past few 
seasons, the players banded to-
gether to play with heart and 
passion in a bounce-back game 
this past Saturday.
With the talent Texas consis-
tently has, playing with motiva-
tion is usually enough for victory. 
But the Sooners gave the Long-
horns every chance of winning 
the Red River Rivalry seemingly 
just for the joy of ripping out their 
hearts in the end.
There was one iconic play that 
will forever symbolize the sea-
son these seniors are doomed to 
have. With time running out and 
finally playing with passion, se-
niors Jones, Acho and Jared Nor-
ton chased down a Landry Jones 
fumble late in the game. Norton 
desperately tried to get the ball 
to salvage the game — and the 
season — but ultimately came 
inches short.
“I actually thought we were 
going to pick it up and run it 
in for a touchdown,” said Texas 
head coach Mack Brown, ever 
the optimist. “And then it just 
kind of sat there and sat there 
and, like the rest of the day, 
rolled out of bounds.”
The truth is, these seniors 
haven’t faced much adversity in 
their years at Texas. Dominance 
has spoiled them and their fans to 
expect someone else — whether it 
was Colt McCoy, Jordan Shipley 
or Hunter Lawrence — to come 
through in the end. But while 
those players were always find-
ing ways to win, this team is be-
ing increasingly characterized by 
how it finds ways to lose.
Still, the seniors are looking for-
ward to the rest of the season.
“I have to stay a leader and try 
Nasha Lee | Daily Texan Staff 
Freshman libero Sarah Palmer celebrates with teammates after an Aug. 28 win. Palmer has seen additional time because of injuries, and is third on the team in digs per set with 2.16.
FOOTBALL
Texas seniors hurting, 
unaccustomed to losing
Danielle Villasana | Daily Texan Staff 
Senior defensive end Sam Acho hangs his head after Texas’ 34-12 loss to UCLA.
CROSS COUNTRY
Runner selects Texas 
over Baylor, Arkansas
Tamir Kalifa | Daily Texan Staff
Simmons hopes to improve on his 120th-place finish at last year’s 
national meet. 
RUNNER  continues on page 8
SENIORS continues on page 8
‘‘We have to go back and  nd a way to change these losses 
into victories.”
 — Eddie Jones 
Defensive end
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to find a way to win,” Jones said. 
“Something that we don’t do here 
at Texas is lose. We have to go back 
and find a way to change these 
losses into victories.”
Honestly, this disastrous season 
might not be their faults at all. The 
2005 national championship season 
had a ripple effect that sent a surge 
of five-star recruits with a knack for 
winning to Texas. Vince Young’s 
heroics showed them Texas’ win-
ning traditions and they commit-
ted to the burnt orange. That class 
of recruits went all the way to the 
national championship last season, 
but now that they’re gone, we’re 
seeing the recruiting product of the 
2006 season when the Longhorns 
went 10-3.
The best thing Texas can do at 
this point is salvage the season for 
the sake of the 2014 roster. But at 
this rate, Arkansas and BYU look 
pretty daunting on that schedule.
“We have to go back for these 
two weeks and grind it out,” Jones 
said. “Work hard as a team, stay 
up, stay motivated and keep this 
heart and drive that we had today. 
We can go back out and win. We 
can change things around.”
By Alexandra Carreno
Daily Texan Staff
Coming off its win over Texas, 
No. 6 Oklahoma is readily wel-
coming a bye week.
“It’s a really good time to have 
it, simply to rest and regroup 
and get ready for the second half 
of the season,” said head coach 
Bob Stoops. “It works out well 
this year.”
While rest is important, the 
Sooners will also be reincorporat-
ing once injured players return 
to practice. Running backs Roy 
Finch and Brennan Clay, line-
backer Austin Box and corner-
back Jamell Fleming are all re-
turning from injuries.
Injured since August, Finch 
has been recovering from a hair-
line ankle fracture, while Box has 
been dealing with a painful disc 
in his back.
The only player still on the in-
jured list for Oklahoma is defen-
sive tackle Casey Walker, who 
sprained his ankle against Cin-
cinnati on Sept. 25.
“Everyone would have been 
ready to go this week except 
Casey,” Stoops said. “Casey has 
at least four weeks coming.”
The Sooners practice today and 
early Thursday. They will take 
the remainder of the week off.
Baylor set to take on Texas Tech
In a second week of Big 12 
matchups, the Cotton Bowl will 
play host to Saturday’s Baylor-
Texas Tech game. Both teams are 
looking for another win to tack 
on to their season records.
For the first time since 2005, 
the Bears have started the season 
4-1 (1-0 Big 12). Meanwhile, Texas 
Tech, 2-2 (0-2 Big 12), has experi-
enced a tough start to its season.
“It’s just one win on one Satur-
day. We’re certainly experienced 
enough to understand that as a 
staff and as a team,” said Bay-
lor head coach Art Briles. “We’ll 
be judged at the end of the sea-
son, by the complete season, 
but right now we’re just trying 
to break it down and play one 
game one week and focus on 
the small picture.”
In the past two seasons, the Red 
Raiders have beaten the Bears by 
just a touchdown each time.
“It’s a new team. I know every-
body wants to talk about the past 
few years against Tech and how 
close we’ve been, but it’s a new 
team,” said quarterback Robert 
Griffin. “They have a new coach 
and we have a new mindset as a 
team here at Baylor. We’re going 
out there trying to play our best 
to get another win and get us 
closer to our goal.”
Aggies elevate their defense
New defensive coordina-
tor Tim DeRuyter has done 
wonders for the Aggies’ de-
fense. Ranked among one of 
the nation’s worst last year, 
Texas A&M defenders have 
taken everything down in 
stride. Everything, that is, 
except sacks.
The Aggies’ defense has 
four sacks through four 
games this season.
“You’d like to see your sack 
numbers go up,” DeRuyter 
said. “It’s been a little bit of a 
function of who we’ve been 
playing — our first three op-
ponents got rid of the ball 
real quick. We didn’t see 
much of a vertical game.”
On Saturday, Texas A&M 
meets No. 11 Arkansas, 
which ranks third nationally 
with 15 sacks while the Ag-
gies rank 95th.
“This week, we’re go-
ing to see some vertical 
passing, and I’d like to see 
our sack numbers go up,” 
DeRuyter said.
Simmons ended up being Tex-
as’ fifth runner in cross his sec-
ond year, but his breakthrough 
came in his third year. Simmons 
managed first place at the team’s 
opener at Princeton, making him 
third overall.
Simmons placed fourth in last 
year’s Big 12 meet, and 12th at the 
regional meet. Texas earned a sec-
ond place finish at regionals, cata-
pulting them to the national meet, 
where Simmons finished 120th.
This year, the Longhorns will 
once again travel to the Princeton 
Invitational for their opener on Oct. 
16, and the team feels good after 
such hard training.
“I really think it will be a bat-
tle between Texas guys this year,” 
Simmons said. “It’d be cool to get 
first to fifth, so we’ll see.”
Personally, Simmons usually 
competes at a faster level than 
he trains at, and with injuries be-
ing a constant threat, the junior 
goes in to ice three times a day 
after workouts.
“Some people can run and be 
just fine, but I have to stay on top of 
things,” he said. “I just have to flip 
a switch and get serious.”
When he does have time to re-
lax, though, Simmons enjoys hunt-
ing, causing his teammates to clas-
sify him as “a redneck.”
“I grew up in Denton, which isn’t 
a redneck town, really, but there are 
rednecks in my family, for sure,” 
Simmons said. “I like to think I’m 
pretty classy, though. I mean, I do 
shop at Express.”
Lauren Gerson | Daily Texan Staff
Oklahoma quarterback Landry Jones drops back against Texas last week in the Red River Rivalry.
Sooners return injured players
PALMER: Freshman 
steps up in vital role
‘‘... we’re just trying to break it down and play one game one week and focus on the small picture.”
 — Art Briles, Baylor head coach
From page 7
RUNNER: Simmons trains 
lightly to avoid injuries
From page 7
been a big adjustment from life 
on the islands.
“Everything up here is differ-
ent — faster paced,” Palmer said. 
“The girls are taller, more compet-
itive and it’s this new atmosphere 
that I love.”
Palmer’s teammates give her a 
hard time about some of her Ha-
waiian habits, especially her taste 
for a popular meal on the islands 
— Spam. Even so, the presence of 
co-captain Yogi on the team was a 
major factor in Palmer’s decision 
to play for Texas and a little slice of 
home she could recognize.
“It was great knowing that I 
would have that Hawaiian con-
nection on the team,” Palmer said. 
“She reassured me that Texas vol-
leyball was a great place to be and 
I’m glad I chose here.”
Yogi has taken the newcom-
er under her wing as the two not 
only played for the same club team 
back in Oahu, Asics Rainbows Vol-
leyball Club, but also share the 
libero position.
“Every time I need help or want 
to ask questions I always know I 
can go to her,” Palmer said. “She 
helps me out and teaches me all 
the things she already knows. 
She’s great.”
Palmer’s role has expanded 
over Texas’ last three matches as 
Yogi has been fighting an injury. 
The freshman came off the bench 
in Texas’ upset of Iowa State last 
Wednesday and tallied a team-
high 11 digs. She led the Longhorn 
defense in Saturday’s loss to Ne-
braska with a career-high 15 digs 
— Yogi did not play.
“It’s awesome to see her step 
up in that role,” Faucette said. “As 
a freshman it’s really intimidat-
ing, especially the libero position. 
That’s a huge position on the court 
and you have to be steady. You 
have to be aggressive and she’s re-
ally stepped up and its really a con-
fidence builder for us just know-
ing that we can have those types of 
roles filled when we need them.”
Palmer’s big game against No. 3 
Nebraska came as no surprise be-
cause she has faced tough com-
petition before, training with the 
U.S. Girls’ Youth National Team 
in 2009.
“U.S.A. training prepared me 
mentally to focus on bigger games 
and how to prepare myself to relax 
throughout the game and not over-
whelm myself,” Palmer said. “I 
love playing in front of a big crowd 
and a big atmosphere. It makes you 
push harder every point to prove 
everyone wrong.”
Although her family back home 
in Oahu is nine hours away by 
plane, Palmer said they keep up 
with her by watching Texas’ live-
streamed games and sending her 
text messages after every match.
SENIORS: Cycle of recruiting 
may cause Texas’ down years
FOOTBALL






Studio. Clean! Walk to 
school, 30th & Speed-
way. FREE Laundry & 
Internet. Call 7 days until 





Studio $595. 2 Bdrm 
$850. 30th & Speedway! 
Clean! FREE Internet & 
Laundry! TexCen Realty 





to $500 Rebate or FREE 
Move credit! Apartment-
Gurus.com is a FREE 
SERVICE! 1-866-933-
GURU (4878). Hassle 
FREE Apartment Search
ANNOUNCEMENTS 560 Public Notice
ATTENTION 
VETERANS
If you are a veteran who 
was denied a waiver of 
tuition under the Texas 
Hazlewood Act at a pub-
lic technical school, ju-
nior college, community 
college or university in 
Texas and you were not 
a Texas resident at the 
time you entered the ser-
vice, you may or may not 
be entitled to a refund of 
all or some of the tuition 
paid. Please contact Ja-
son Sharp or Jerri Hard-
away at (713-752-0017 or 
toll-free at 877-752-2477. 
We are with the law firm 
of Schwartz, Junell, 
Greenberg & Oathout, 
LLP, with its principal of-
fice located at 909 Fan-






but only as we’ve come 
to know it. One titanic 
person prophesied by 
all the major world reli-
gions will soon speak to 
humanity. He will not en-
dorse any religion over 
any other, nor will he 
work as a religious fig-
ure. He will teach/inspire 
humanity: to see itself 
as one family; to rebuild 
the world based upon 
the principles of coop-
eration, sharing, justice, 
& love; to permanently 
eliminate the scourges 
of oligarchy, political 
corruption, war, hun-
ger, poverty, unbridled 
greed, & environmental 
degradation; & to make 
the basic human needs 
for food, shelter, health-
care and education, 
guaranteed rights for ev-
eryone. Read all about it 





I can help you with your 
homeworks, projects, 
take home quizzes and 
help you get the grade 
you want in any busi-
ness, science or math 
course. Stop stressing 
out and call me now!!! 
650-741-5208 
HIRING TUTORS NOW! 
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WORK IS  
CURRENTLY
seeking qualified ap-
plicants to work in our 
Austin or San Marcos 
Call Center who are able 
to provide excellent 
customer service and 
technical support to end 
users all over the US. We 
offer paid training, flex-
ible scheduling, FT ben-
efits, and a relaxed at-






ter, 3901 Speedway, 
on the shuttle line just 
North of the UT campus, 
seeks Teaching Assis-
tants for ages 0-5 & the 
Elementary After-School 
Program. Priority will be 
given to applicants with 
consistent hours, early 
childhood education 
background, credentials, 
and experience. Shifts 
M-F 8:00-12:30 and/or 
2:30-6:00 PM. Please ap-







sary. Training provided. 
Age 18+. 800-965-6520 
ext 113
800 General Help Wanted
STUDENTPAY-
OUTS.COM
Paid Survey Takers 
Needed In Austin. 100% 
FREE To Join! Click On 
Surveys.
EARN $1000-$3200 A 
month to drive our brand 
new cars with ads placed 





Seeks shipping clerk, 
Part time or Full time.. 
$12+/hr, North Austin. 
Engineering or science 
background helpful. 
Email resume to: stpats@
bga.com
EARN EXTRA MONEY 
Students needed ASAP. 
Earn up to $150 per day 
being a Mystery Shop-







near UT. Will train. Cre-
ate form documents, 
assist clients, obtain 
state records, fax, file, 
proof. Flexible hours, ca-
sual dress. PT $11-12, FT 







DO YOU APPRECIATE 
FINE BOURBON WHIS-
KEY? If so, the first le-
gal bourbon distillery 
in Texas is looking for a 
Hospitality Manager to 
organize distillery tours, 
manage events and 
oversee our hospitality 
room and merchandise 
program. This is a full-
time position with a ton 
of responsibility. We’re 
looking for someone 
who is confident, has an 
attitude, a big personal-
ity, and is eager to learn. 
For a complete job de-
scription, please send an 
email to dan@garrison-





Bartenders needed! Earn 
$250 per day. No
 experience required. 
Will train,
 full/pt. time. Call Now! 
(877) 405-1078 ex 4301 
530 Travel-Transportation
590 Tutoring560 Public Notice
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Regular rate 15 words for 
one day=$12.50/ for one 
week=$42.08/ for two 
weeks=$67.20 & $.50 per 
additional word.
All ads appear online at 
no charge unless you opt 
for enhancements which 
will incur additional 
nominal charges.
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Anti-crime event alerts students to safety measures
Research shows couples’ closeness by gauging word usage
By Allie Kolechta
Daily Texan Staff
A relationship’s highs and lows 
can be tracked by the percentage of 
prepositions in a couple’s speech 
patterns, according to research con-
ducted by psychology professor 
James Pennebaker and graduate 
student Molly Ireland.
Pennebaker and Ireland began 
conducting research on language-
style matching three years ago and 
were published in the September 
edition of the Journal of Personali-
ty and Social Psychology. Their re-
search focused on a computer pro-
gram developed by Pennebaker 
called the LSM generator, which 
can take two written samples and 
produce the percentage of articles, 
pronouns and prepositions that the 
two authors use at the same rate, 
Ireland said.
“It makes it really easy to calcu-
late how in sync two people are,” 
Ireland said.
The project started about three 
years ago when Ireland approached 
Pennebaker with an interest in the 
effect of a book or movie on one’s 
own speech patterns, Ireland said. 
Pennebaker already had an interest 
in the effect of conversation with 
others on personal speech, so the 
two combined their interests for the 
purpose of research and their arti-
cle, Ireland said.
“When I read a book I really en-
joyed, I would write an e-mail that 
sounded like the author,” she said. 
“I would feel possessed by the au-
thor to a certain degree. Professor 
Pennebaker had the same interest 
in conversation patterns.”
Some of the research done includ-
ed giving different essay prompts 
in an Introduction to Psychology 
class and calculating how close-
ly the students matched the styles 
of the prompts in their essays. The 
research also involved giving stu-
dents stories with cliffhangers and 
prompting them to write a con-
clusion to see how closely they 
matched the style of the original 
author. The research indicates that 
people matched the styles of the 
prompts given, Ireland said.
“People naturally match each 
other ’s speaking and writing 
styles,” she said. “They have a 
tendency to match each other in 
direct communication.”
Ireland also conducted case 
studies involving letters written 
between Sigmund Freud and Carl 
Jung, and found that the state of 
their relationship could be tracked 
based on the percentages deter-
mined by the LSM generator. 
There are two classifications of 
words — content and function 
words, Pennebaker said. Func-
tion words include pronouns, arti-
cles and prepositions, and the rates 
that people use those words can 
help one determine the closeness 
of their relationship, he said. The 
more similar the rates, the closer 
the people are. 
“These percentages are markers 
for the quality of a relationship and 
how closely two people are con-
necting,” he said.
Pennebaker said LSM research 
has been on his agenda for a 
long time.
“This is something I’ve been 
studying and been interest-
ed in,” he said. “It’s just an-




Students lured by free food and 
drinks to Gregory Gym also got 
their fill of safety and crime preven-
tion tips at the University’s fifth an-
nual National Night Out on Tues-
day. 
Most of the country held Na-
tional Night Out events in Au-
gust to bring communities together 
and introduce neighbors, but Tex-
as moved the event to Tuesday to 
avoid the heat.
The University of Texas Police 
Department, Student Government 
and RecSports sponsored the Okto-
berfest-themed event.
“Essentially, the biggest impor-
tance is to get the community to 
come out and be unified to let crim-
inals know that crime is not toler-
ated,” said UTPD Officer William 
Pieper. 
An annual campus security re-
port released last week showed in-
creases in sexual assaults, burglar-
ies, and liquor law arrests on or 
near campus in 2009. 
UTPD sponsored several booths, 
including a table showing equip-
ment police officers use during 
routine and non-routine proce-
dures, such as an accurate shooter 
kit kept in patrol cars. UTPD Offi-
cer Zach Miller said showing stu-
dents the different items builds stu-
dents’ confidence that the campus 
is secure.
“It’s for the students to know 
that the police department is well 
supplied,” Miller said. “The Uni-
versity not only cares about the stu-
dents and their daily activities but 
for the officers that are responding 
to protect the students and them-
selves.”
UTPD Officer Caitlin McGuire, 
an instructor with the UTPD Rape 
Aggression Defense System, spoke 
about their free four-day self-de-
fense program. “You learn what re-
ally works for you in a fight-type 
Shereen Ayub | Daily Texan Staff 
Officer Layne Smith swirls a cotton candy stick during the National Night Out event at Gregory Plaza on Tuesday. The UT Police Department hosted a number of National Night Out 
booths and activities in order to promote community building and crime prevention. 
scenario,” she said. “I think the 
most important thing you can learn 
is gaining confidence.” 
Freshman nursing student Eve-
lyn Kumi said she would take the 
self-defense classes. 
“It’s a big university and you 
never know what’s going to hap-
pen, especially if you are study-
ing late at night and you’re going 
to your dorm and you don’t have a 
friend with you,” Kumi said. 
Students could relieve their frus-
tration with parking tickets by 
dunking a parking attendant at 
a booth sponsored by Universi-
ty Parking and Transportation Ser-
vices. All proceeds went to the Stu-
dent Emergency Fund, which pro-
vides students in temporary hard-
ship with financial assistance. 
“We feel it’s important that we 
come for National Night Out be-
cause we work with students who 
are in crisis or who have been af-
fected by crime,” said Christa Ló-
pez, coordinator of Student Emer-
gency Services. “We are not just 
bystanders in our community but 
reaching out to it.”
‘‘Pronouns, articles and prepositions and the rates that people use these words can help one determine the closeness of their relationship.”
 — James Pennebaker, UT psychology professor
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fashion coursed through her veins 
and has since become a grounding 
force in her life. She cites her inter-
est in it as something she inherited 
from her grandmother, whom Wat-
son said could look at an old pic-
ture and recall details of her cloth-
ing down to the exact day she 
bought the particular piece. 
However, Watson said her great-
est inspirations are her mother and 
sister, who helped her start her 
business. As a teenager, she collab-
orated with them to make leath-
er and suede shoulder bags for 
fun and sometimes for donation, 
but announcing she wanted to sell 
clothing as a means of income was 
something Watson was quite ner-
vous about. 
“I expected them to warn me 
and tell me it was too risky because 
I was working full-time, but they 
were really supportive,” Watson 
said. “They were like, ‘That’s awe-
some. How can we help?’” 
As a current Austin resident 
and UT alumna, Watson has seen 
women’s football fashion evolve 
from washed-out T-shirts and cut-
off shorts to burnt-orange cot-
ton dresses and feminine-chic 
cowboy boots. 
In her pieces, Watson likes to 
tailor her attention to the fit of the 
clothing as well as the appeal to 
women of varied body shapes and 
sizes. Her favorite item to include is 
turquoise jewelry because she feels 
it is a classic representation of being 
from the South. Watson also thinks 
something as simple as adding a 
belt or pair of earrings can com-
pletely transform an outfit. 
“In a city like Austin and a uni-
versity like Texas, burnt orange is a 
precious commodity,” said custom-
er Caroline Ashmore. “Tessie’s ac-
cessories and dresses are [a] solu-
tion for someone who is looking for 
a game-day outfit that’s way more 
unique than a typical homemade T-
shirt dress or mass-produced jersey 
from the Co-op.” 
In the future, Watson hopes to 
establish a flagship store in Austin 
expanded to include a men’s line, 
incorporate vintage pieces into her 
line and include pieces for colleg-
es outside of UT. What once started 
as a secondary dream has now be-
come the focus of her life. 
“I don’t want to lose the purpose 
behind what I do,” Watson said. “I 
want to keep up the unique quality 
of my work and keep bringing in 
great pieces.”
the winged demons that fly far 
above the subway tunnels. In an 
attempt to complement the book’s 
realism, the game relies heavily on 
item management and small bur-
dens on the player, such as hav-
ing to manually pump your flash-
light every five minutes. The game 
displays an adventurous spirit as 
well as the faulty controls and de-
sign that are expected from games 
that are developed in the Ukraine. 
“Metro 2033” is at its best when it 
lets you explore the homes of its 
characters and the horrors that lay 
not far beyond — without having 
to aim a gun. 
Grade: B 
HOME: Buildings become new again
GAMES: Realistic plot of ‘Metro’ 
better than shooting aspects
CLOTHES: UT alumna 




STUDY: Eating protein-rich foods, moderating soda intake lowers risks
Gardner met Reed when she 
called Dirt Co. to do work on her 
front and back yard. After work-
ing with her on her landscape de-
sign, he realized she had a great 
talent and asked her to join Dirt 
Co. 
With parents in the antique 
business, Reed said she learned 
early on the value of old wood 
versus new wood. Though she 
graduated from UT in Plan II pre-
med, she said medicine wasn’t 
for her. She liked working with 
her hands and found herself con-
stantly remodeling her home. 
“My inspiration really is to 
give it a look that has never been 
seen before,” Reed said.
She translates this philosophy 
into her work creating a look that 
comes off as rustic because of the 
wood and metal but she designs 
it to really be a quaint cottage 
that is artful and architectural. 
“Not cookie cutter homes that 
are cold and stale,” she said.
Next, Welch, who graduat-
ed from UT in sculpture and 
video art and moved to upstate 
New York then to New Orleans, 
makes Reed’s designs a reality. 
But similar to Reed, Welch real-
ized he didn’t particularly care 
for the art world and found that 
building was more gratifying. A 
few days before Hurricane Ka-
trina hit New Orleans, Welch re-
turned to his hometown of Aus-
tin, joining Reclaimed Space 
shortly thereafter.
In order to have enough mate-
rial for a unit, the team needs to 
deconstruct a small farm house 
that is about 800 to 1,000 square 
feet. The team has deconstruct-
ed six farmhouses since start-
ing up. Their most recent was a 
6,000-square-foot boarding stable 
in Shiner with a second-story loft 
to hold hay. 
It usually takes about six days 
and four to five men to take a 
small farmhouse apart board by 
board and nail by nail, Gardner 
said. But for this particular proj-
ect, it took six to ten men and 
three and a half weeks. 
It was a pain, but Reed said 
it was worth it because much of 
the wood reclaimed was long 
leaf pine, which can no lon-
ger be found in enough quan-
tity to build today because of 
deforestation. 
After the home is built, the en-
tire unit is fork lifted, put on a 
flat truck and delivered to the 
site, where it is then oriented to 
where the sun runs east to west 
and the roof slopes to the south, 
to work with the weather for 
a natural cooling and heating 
system and prevent premature 
weathering. 
This attention to detail allows 
the home to last for generations, 
Gardner said. 
Growing up on a 2,000-acre 
cattle ranch outside of Bren-
ham, Gardner said he learned 
that land-use management is 
key. When you are out working 
with animals, you always have to 
manage their waste, feed, water 
and needs. 
“A lot of this responsible land 
use and responsible building 
has been going on forever be-
cause otherwise you can‘t ex-
ist as a farmer, as a cattle ranch-
er,” Welch said. “If you live in the 
country, you pay attention to this 
sort of thing.” 
Down the road, the team 
would like to have a whole com-
munity of Reclaimed Space mod-
ular homes. There have even 
been talks of having a communi-
ty of modular, off-campus hous-
ing for a university in Alabama, 
and Gardner said hopes of one 
for UT students. 
In the meantime, Gardner 
wishes to “plant our seed and 
grow our flower and let every-
body come to us.”  
For more information on Re-
claimed Space, go to reclaimed-
space.com
Institutes of Health showed 
that soft drink consumption has 
doubled since the 1970s. Calo-
rie intake from sodas has tripled 
since the 1970s, rising from 2.8 
percent to 7 percent, or a jump 
from 50 calories to 144 calories. 
This means on average, people 
are drinking three times more 
soda than in the past. Calcium 
intake was also shown to have 
dropped since 30 years ago.
Within the body, phosphate 
and calcium work together to 
keep the body in check, to pro-
mote bone strength and develop-
ment, but the dairy council’s sta-
tistics also show that increases in 
soda consumption don’t always 
mean increases in consumption 
of calcium-laden products. When 
phosphate levels are increased 
without the same amount of cal-
cium to balance the effect, the lack 
of calcium not only causes brit-
tler bones but also leaves the ex-
cess phosphates to attach to oth-
er proteins in the body. This at-
tachment can lead to the develop-
ment of skin papillomas, which is 
the initial stage of the skin cancer, 
known as carcinoma. 
But all the blame can’t be placed 
on phosphate. Phosphate is an es-
sential nutrient to the body and is 
important for bone strength and 
muscle development, said Betha-
ny Dario, registered dietitian with 
the Health Promotion Resource 
Center at University Health 
Services. 
With other indulgences, too 
much of a good thing can turn 
out badly. Besides having links 
to bloating, obesity and bone de-
ficiency, soda in excess can de-
crease calcium intake. And don’t 
think that diet sodas are much 
different, either. Diet sodas may 
have zero calories, but their phos-
phate levels are just as high as the 
regular kind. 
“The important thing here is 
moderation,” Dario said. “Mod-
eration rather than elimination 
will assist us in getting back 
on track. We need to contin-
ue to give ourselves permission 
to have all foods in moderation, 
otherwise we will likely return to 
overconsumption.” 
Dario recommends exercising 
and increasing the consumption 
of dairy products to help with the 
calcium-phosphorous balance.
Although some students resort 
to soda as a means of catalyzing 
an energy boost, others find do-
ing activities like working out 
at the gym or drinking coffee to 
be safer and better alternatives 
to soda. 
“I try to go to the gym at least 
three times a week,” said psychol-
ogy sophomore Soniya Al-Amin. 
“It helps me to stay motivated to 
eat healthier, so I stay away from 
sodas or other unhealthy foods. 
Plus, I feel energized and less 
stressed after working out.” 
Dario assures that eating break-
fast, staying hydrated and eat-
ing foods rich in proteins such 
as milk, meat, eggs and grains 
are better ways to not only 
maintain energy for the day but 




‘‘The important thing here is moderation.” — Bethany Dario 
Dietitian with the Health Promotion Resource 
Center at University Health Services
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TEACH TRUTH, LOVE WELL
By Julie Rene Tran
Daily Texan Staff
The earthy scent of pine, 
rain and damp soil permeates 
a 6,000-square-feet, 25-foot tall 
warehouse. Stacks of wood, 
some as tall as the ceiling, lined 
against the metal walls, accord-
ing to length, type and purpose. 
Flecks of saw dust cover the con-
crete ground and a narrow stair-
way leads up to a second-story 
loft, where carved wood mold-
ings, beams and a pew, all from 
an old church in Mexico, wait to 
be assembled into a home. 
In this larger-than-life ware-
house behind Callahan’s General 
Store off of Highway 183’s peb-
ble-strewn road, planks of barn 
wood are turned into floors, old 
doors are given a fresh coat of 
paint and leftover wood becomes 
furniture. 
The concept of reclaiming 
old wood and metal from farm 
houses and ranches and recy-
cling them to build sustainable, 
off-grid modular homes came 
into Reclaimed Space co-founder 
Tracen Gardner’s mind when he 
wanted to build an add-on cab-
in to his ranch, complete with 
plumbing, wiring and insulation 
that was sustainable. 
The result was a 336-square-
foot rectangular cabin made of 
shiplap with a sage green door. 
Inside, with the help of his busi-
ness partner Kimber Reed, Gard-
ner decorated the add-on with a 
rustic yet homey feel, with the 
same sage colored painted on 
two full-wall, built-in shelves 
and a Murphy bed blanketed in a 
red-and-navy paisley quilt. 
All of the materials, from the 
old claw bathtub to the bed, were 
reclaimed or built with reclaimed 
materials. The finished product 
amazed Gardner and Reed. They 
immediately knew they were on 
to something. 
Especially after entering the 
cabin into Austin’s Green Living 
Fair and winning best of show. 
Gardner said the positive com-
ments received from the fair re-
ally kept them going and mov-
ing forward despite being new 
and unconventional. In the sum-
mer of 2008, Reclaimed Space 
was born. 
Since then, Reclaimed Space 
has been featured in Dwell Mag-
azine and has built several mod-
ules both for leisure and prima-
ry housing. The home runs on 
solar panels, wind turbine and/
or a generator and uses a rain-
water catchment for plumbing. 
Completely built in the ware-
house and shipped in one piece, 
the homes are modular — mean-
ing there can be multiples of it 
stacked or attached. The homes 
take about two to eight weeks to 
build and despite being in more 
rural areas, follow building code 
compliance.
“We’re trying to open up a new 
way to build,” Gardner said. 
The team began with co-found-
ers Gardner and Reed. Then re-
cently, Brian Welch, a builder 
and a childhood friend of Reed’s, 
joined the team. All UT alumni, 
the trio shared a similar path. Af-
ter Gardner graduated from UT 
with a degree in environmen-
tal resource management, he got 
into real estate and remodeling 
homes. About 10 years ago, he 
started Dirt Co., a landscape de-
sign and construction company. 
Through it all, Gardner always 
salvaged materials and saved 
them for later use. 
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A joint venture between pub-
lisher PictureBox and New York 
City gallery space The Hole, 
Mat Brinkman’s newest com-
ic “Heads, 44” is beautiful and 
impressionistic as both an ab-
stract sequence of paintings and 
a physical piece of art. 
Brinkman, a Texas native, 
first came to prominence in the 
‘90s as a member of the infa-
mous Providence-based art col-
lective Fort Thunder. He is most 
known for “Teratoid Heights,” 
a now out-of-print comic influ-
enced by music show posters, 
late night games of Dungeons & 
Dragons and “Multiforce,” a se-
ries of Sunday newspaper size 
strips detailing the fantastic ad-
ventures of various heroes and 
monsters. Since then, he has be-
come more known as a high-
ly skilled printmaker, and has 
shifted away from traditional 
comics toward more gallery-ori-
ented work. 
“Heads, 44” was produced in 
a limited run of 1,000 copies in 
support of and conjunction with 
“Phantasmatgoria,” Brinkman’s 
first solo show at The Hole, the 
highlights of which are a se-
ries of very large 4-by-5-foot 
charcoal-on-paper drawings in 
rooms lit with colored florescent 
lights. The effect is described 
by Brinkman’s publisher as that 
of walking into a medieval ca-
thedral, with Brinkman’s bold 
drawings of ghastly ghouls tak-
ing the place of the stained glass 
windows. 
Indeed, the first thing you no-
tice about “Heads” is its incredi-
ble size. The 11-by-15-inch book 
has a tremendous weight to its 
considerable width. This comic 
has sky-high production value; 
the qualities of the vellum pa-
per reproductions are extreme-
ly evident in not only the tex-
ture but also the musk of the 
ink on the pages — and without 
text, it opens a whole new sen-
sory world. 
Reading, no, experiencing the 
comic is a solemn proceeding. 
The striking images command 
the eye to contemplate their 
larger-than-life regality. In its 
original form, “Heads” exists as 
a definitely ordered sequence of 
44 paintings. Brinkman stacked 
44 sheets of rice paper and drew 
frightening heads on them with 
a thick ink brush. The natural 
leakage of the super-heavy ink 
through the membranous medi-
um onto the next “page” would 
form the basis of the next head. 
In this way an organic, word-
less narrative emerges. Some of 
the heads are chillingly detailed, 
while others explode into almost 
pure Rorschach-blot abstraction. 
Some of the images are so ob-
scure that as individual works 
they would be difficult to iden-
tify as faces. However, the mag-
ic of “Heads, 44“ as a comic of 
sequenced art versus a collec-
tion of related works is that the 
physical transparency of the pa-
per allows the viewer to see the 
next image underneath the cur-
rent page. The viewer is always 
between pages, experiencing 
multiple images at once. Brink-
man’s art really shines here, us-
ing this optical device to bring 
out the intensity behind the eyes 
of the portraits, immersing the 
viewer in the dark depths of the 
comic. 
Aside from the obvious ani-
mation influence inherent in the 
act of its creation, “Heads, 44” 
shows off a strong East Asian 
flair, as well as the starkness 
and power of traditional Ortho-
dox religious icons. The power-
ful sweeping brush strokes re-
call the graceful fluidity of an-
cient Eastern masters of calligra-
phy and the made-for-a-metal-
show-T-shirt nature of the por-
traits feel alive and ready to leap 
off the page. One can also detect 
the strong influence of Enter-
taining Comics and other horror 
comics in their late ’40s/early 
’50s pre-Comics Code heyday. 
The comic, which truly has to 
be seen in person to be believed, 
speaks volumes without words. 
Brinkman’s “Heads, 44” as 
well as many of his other comics 
and prints can be purchased on-
line at pictureboxinc.com. Domy 
Books in Austin is one of the 
handful of locations in the U.S. 
that provides the comic for pur-
chase. 
Editor’s Note: This is the second 
in a bi-monthly series looking into 
the lives of people who help shape 
the city of Austin.
By Layne Lynch
Daily Texan Staff 
In the thick of a nail-biting 
Longhorn football game, thou-
sands of screaming fans focus 
their attention on the green field, 
the plays and the scoreboard. All 
the while, UT alumna Tessie Wat-
son is admiring the sea of burnt-
orange fashions in the audience. 
Although the arenas of sports 
and fashion seem worlds away 
from each other, Watson has made 
it her job to sew the two pieces to-
gether, merging fashion and foot-
ball into one entity. Channeling 
the football fashion trend, Watson 
began selling collegiate clothes 
and accessories on her website 
longhornfashions.com in August. 
“It’s funny because about half 
the time at the [football] games, 
I’m not even watching the play-
ers,” Watson said. “My eyes wan-
der and I [often] look at what ev-
eryone is wearing.” 
Although it might not make 
her the best football fan, her wan-
dering eyes have led to some sat-
isfied customers. However, she 
didn’t originally intend to venture 
into the fashion world. Just a few 
months ago, Watson was a far cry 
from that world. 
After graduating from UT in 
2009 with a degree in corporate 
communications and working 
full-time in online marketing, Wat-
son had planned on selling Long-
horn fashions one day, but con-
tinually put her intentions to sell 
UT clothes and accessories on the 
back burner. Suddenly, with the 
advice of friends, 
Watson realized 
it was only 
a matter of 
t ime be-





when my friends 
told me that other people had 
similar ideas of what I planned 
to do,” Watson said. “I thought, 
if I’m going to do it, I need to do 
it now.” 
Growing up, Watson’s love for 
Editor’s Note: This is the first in 
a four-part series reviewing horror-
themed video games in the spirit  
of Halloween. 
By Allistair Pinsof
Daily Texan Staff 
Singularity (PS3/Xbox 360/PC)
Raven Software made a career 
of riding on the coattails of big-
ger franchises in the ‘90s, so it’s 
no surprise that they have clung 
to licenses — “X-Men,” “Star 
Wars,” etc. — over the past cou-
ple years. “Singularity,” as much 
as it clings to the aesthetics of 
“BioShock” and the mechanics of 
similar titles, should be applaud-
ed for at least taking a step away 
from Wolverine and light sabers 
for the first time in a decade. You 
play as a time-traveling U.S. Ma-
rine from 2010 sent to investigate 
an island where Russian experi-
ments took place during the Cold 
War. Anyone who is a fan of time 
travel will be pleased by how 
the story cleverly links these two 
eras together with your interac-
tions. One of the key mechanics 
of the game is the Time Manip-
ulation Device, which lets you 
age objects and enemies, as well 
as do lots of other neat things 
you’ve probably seen done in 
other games dozens of times by 
now. Between the slow setup, 
cinematic set pieces and numer-
ous collectable audio logs, it’s 
clear that “BioShock” and “Half-
Life 2” were more than influences 
on this title — they are practical-
ly the blueprint that it attempts 
to build upon. Raven is excel-
lent at finding various ways to 
dismember an incoming mutant. 
What they aren’t so great at is art 
design, pacing and dialogue: Ev-
erything that made its influences 
so memorable. The game is fun 
and very eerie at times — thanks 
to great sound design — but for 
a game that attempts to be so 
much more, it falls short.
Grade: B 
Metro 2033 (Xbox 360/PC)
Based on Dmitry Glukhovsky’s 
novel, “Metro 2033” outlines the 
journey of a young man trying to 
stay alive in a dystopian, post-nu-
clear Moscow. Subway stations 
are the hubs for all human activi-
ty. Between the stations is a merci-
less world of mutants and bandits, 
ready to kill anyone for their own 
survival. While the game follows 
very closely in line with shooters 
such as “Call of Duty” and “Half-
Life,” “Metro 2033’s” well-realized 
world is what makes it stand apart. 
As you travel from outpost to out-
post, you are presented with differ-
ent colonies with their own ideol-
ogies. Nazis and Soviet Commu-




Homes built from reused scraps
 Christine Smith | Daily Texan Staff
UT alumni Tracen Gardner, Kimber Reed and Brian Welch of Reclaimed Space build sustainable, modular and off-the-grid homes from 




‘Heads, 44’ delivers striking visuals
Fashionista designs football garments
‘‘We’re trying to open up a new way to build.” — Tracen Gardner 
Reclaimed Space co-founder
Allen Otto | Daily Texan Staff 
UT Alumni Tessie Watson now owns and manages her own fashion label, Longhorn Fashion, which spe-
cializes in UT game day outfits for women. 
ON THE WEB:





First-person shooter game “Singularity,” in which the player is a time-
traveling U.S. Marine, takes major cues from “BioShock” and “Half-Life.” 
Photo illustration by Tamir Kalifa
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